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tune, and the Queen welcomed her heartily, and begged her to share
their simple repast. Celandine gracefully accepted their hospitality,
and soon told them what had happened to her. The King was
charmed with her spirit, while the Queen thought she had indeed
'* been daring thus to go against the Fairy's wishes.

' Since it has ended in my meeting you,' said the Princess, ' I
cannot regret the step I have taken, and if you will let me stay
with you, I shall be perfectly happy,'

The King and Queen were only too delighted to have this
charming Princess to supply the place of Prince Peatherhead,
whom they saw but seldom, since the Fairy had provided him
with a palace in the neighbouring town, where he lived in the
greatest luxury, and did nothing but amuse himself from morning
to night. So Celandine stayed, and helped the Queen to keep house,
and very soon they loved her dearly. When the Fairy of the
Beech-Woods came to them, they presented the Princess to her,
and told her story, little thinking that the Fairy knew more about
Celandine than they did. The old Fairy was equally delighted with
her, and often invited her to visit her Leafy Palace, which was the
most enchanting place that could be imagined, and full of treasures.
Often she would say to the Princess, when showing her some
wonderful thing:

* This will do for a wedding gift some day.* And Celandine could
not help thinking that it was to her that the Fairy meant to give
the two blue wax-torches which burned without ever getting
smaller* or the diamond from which more diamonds were continu-
ally growing, or the boat that sailed under water, or whatever
beautiful or wonderful thing they might happen to be looking at.
It is true that she never said so positively, but she certainly
allowed the Princess to believe it, because she thought a little disap-
pointment would be good for her. But the person she really relied
upon for curing Celandine of her vanity was Prince Featherhead*
The old Fairy was not at all pleased with the way he had been
going on for some time, but her heart was so soft towards him
that she was unwilling to take him away from the pleasures he
loved, except by offering him something better, which is not the
most effectual mode of correction, though it is without doubt the
most agreeable.

However, she did not even hint to the Princess that Feather-
head was anything but absolutely perfect, and talked of him so
much that when at last she announced that be was coming to visit